THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

of those for whom the meaning of life was to be found, not
in reconciliation but in quarrels. He addressed a letter to
Sebastian Castellio, writing: "Hitherto I have refrained
from corresponding with you, being overwhelmed with
work. An additional reason for my silence has been my
profound regret to notice how grave are the misunder-
standings among the friends of wisdom and virtue.
Nevertheless, I have always greatly esteemed you because
of the way in which you write. This letter of mine is to
convey evidence of my general agreement and proof of
my earnest sympathy. I trust we shall be united in
eternal friendship.

"Your justified complaints, not only as to the differ-
ences of opinion that prevail, but also as to the savagery
with which certain persons attack the friends of truth,
have intensified a sorrow which continually afflicts me.
According to classical legend, the giants rose out of the
blood of the titans. In like manner, the new sophists
who try to reign at courts, in families, and among the
masses, and who believe scholars to be a hindrance to
their aims, have sprung from the seed of the monks.
But God will know how to protect the remnants of His
flock.

"Like sages we must endure that which we cannot
alter. I find age an alleviation to my distress. I look
forward, ere long, to entering the Heavenly Church and
to being far removed from the raging storms which
so cruelly agitate the Church here below. If I am
spared, I shall enjoy discussing many things with you.
' Farewell."

Melanchthon's hope, in writing as above to Castellio,
was that his letter (speedily to be diffused in numerous
transcripts) would help to protect Castellio, and would
serve as a warning to Calvin to desist from his crazy
persecution of that great scholar. Unquestionably,
Melanchthon's words of recognition had an effect
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